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Atheist Denial of the Human Soul

  

Veritas Forum Debate at UCLA

-

The Soul Exists

“What is Veritas?  OUR MISSION— How can we mend a broken world?  How 
should we seek justice?  What is the good life?  The Veritas Forum helps students 
and faculty ask life’s hardest questions.  Many of the world’s leading universities 
were founded to answer the big “why” questions.  Our mission is to help them 

faculty and chaplains at Harvard University in 1992. Since then, over 200 univer-
sities in North America and Europe have hosted over 2,000 Forums.  The Veritas 
Forum is committed to courageous conversations. We place the historic Christian 
faith in dialogue with other beliefs and invite participants from all backgrounds 
to pursue Truth together.”  
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The Soul Does NOT Exist

-

How We Believe Why Darwin Matters. -

-

-

-
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They talk past each other—
a common problem in debates

-

-

-

-

-
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-

-

Without free will, 
the ability to make choices 

is an illusion

How do you prove a negative?  I can’t prove there is no God any more than I 
can prove there is no Santa Claus, there are no unicorns.  How do you prove that?  
How do you prove there is no free will?  For that matter, how do you prove there is 
a god?  How do you prove there is free will?  …God’s existence and free will and 

The mind is a metaphor.  It doesn’t exist.  It’s just a word to describe—We don’t 
know what it is.  …The mind is one of the last remnants of the Middle Ages that 
we’re hanging onto, because we can’t explain this hard problem

 Schwartz begins his opening remarks with such comments and repeats them 
frequently throughout the debate.
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-

ence Institute. He is a member of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in Watertown, WI.

Editor’s note: 

As Christians, we know that humans are souls with a material 

body.  When a person dies, their material body returns to “dust” and 

their soul goes “back to God who gave it.”8  They will wait in heaven 

or hell until Judgment Day, when God will reunite each person (each 

soul) with their material body.9  God reveals these details to us in the 

Bible.  Human investigation (such as using science) will never lead to 

these truths.  

 Are there logical arguments for the existence of the human 

soul?  Sure, Schwartz makes such arguments in this debate.  That said, 

it is God speaking to us in Scripture where we learn the details, and 

where we gain absolute certainty that those details are true.  

 Will Veritas Forums like this one lead listeners to eventually 

hear the gospel message of free forgiveness through Jesus?  It seems 

possible but unlikely, and that’s a shame.  At least this particular Ver-

itas Forum helped us peer into the thoughts of an atheist, and hear 

his claims against the existence of the human soul.  His arguments are 

self-refuting—a common attribute of unbelief.  

Remember your Creator before the silver cord is snapped, and the golden bowl 
is broken, before the jar is shattered by the spring, and the water wheel is broken 

spirit goes back to God who gave it.
At that time your people will be delivered, everyone who is found written in the 

book. Many who are sleeping in the dusty ground will awake, some to everlasting 
life, and some to shame, to everlasting contempt. Also see 
1 Thessalonians 4:13–17; Luke 16:19–31;  1 Peter 3:18–20;  Luke 23:42–43.
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